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WELL WOMEN’S CLINICS 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville) [12.50 pm]:  Women who regularly attended well women’s clinics in Mandurah 
and Pinjarra are extremely disappointed and upset that government health authorities have closed the service.  
The Rockingham Community Health Centre is now the nearest venue, and the cost in travel time is detrimental 
to women in Mandurah, especially as it has the marvellous Peel Health Campus hospital.  Well women’s clinics 
operated every second Saturday in Mandurah and once a month in Pinjarra until two months ago.  Clinics were 
full, there was a waiting list and around 30 patients a day were checked.  Women felt comfortable at the clinic, 
as they appreciated the privacy, particularly as the receptionists, nurses and doctors were all female.  Pap smears, 
breast screening, and women’s health in general were all part of an examination that is important to a woman’s 
peace of mind and confidence.  Bulk-billing by doctors is the reason given for the closure, but bulk-billing still 
exists in Mandurah.  Women are crying out and appealing to the Minister for Health for the service to be 
returned to Mandurah.   

Extending the patient assisted travel scheme boundary to include Mandurah was a good move by the 
Government, but it is simply not on to pay for it by taking away some of the health services, and it is very 
negative.  The Government is playing games with allocations to the health service in the Peel region, and making 
budgetary promises that may take up to three years to be realised.  The cessation of the well women’s clinic is 
another sleight of hand on the health service to Mandurah by this Government.  I ask the minister, on behalf of 
all the women of Mandurah, to have another look at this issue immediately.  
 


